
Transition Edinburgh University 
Phase 2 CCF Application
Attachment 5: Samples of community engagement in bid development
This document includes minutes of meetings and letters with comments from community 
members, given as evidence of community engagement in the development of this Climate 
Challenge Fund application.

Example of comments on application sent via email
Hi Sion

I've had a read through the bid.  I'm impressed by the numer of exciting initiatives proposed, 
and I can tell a lot of work went into this bid.

Below some quick comments, mainly about clarity and tone:

'Carbon crash' really useful phrase but, again, is not defined.  I'd make more of it.

'Community' used a lot, and often to mean different things.  Could be defined up front.

P6 Wording for press release and brief summary need to be extremely concise and clear. I'd 
work on formulation a bit:   A) I don't think one can 'lead goals' though one can lead efforts 
to achieve them.  B) The 4,000 t Co2e formulation won't mean much to layfolk

2.7
p7ff- Have all the further organisations listed offered to provide support? Just need to be 
sure

p9 evidence section - I'd tone down language for funding bid (world's wealthy minority as only 
culprits?  'desperate poverty'  etc.

Similarly, careful when asserting a few paras below that '.there has been no such drive and 
commitment from Uni community to reduce its lifestyle emissions..'. It's more accurate to say 
there is less evidence of such commitment.

Finally, you need to mention that you're building on earlier uni initiatives to encourage 
change in student/staff lifestyle. (Somervell will know; big eso initiative in 2007+ which 
included lots of advice tips on household use, energy check, commuting incentives, etc. 
 Explain how you hope you project will build on these efforts and hopefully surpass them

Programmes
Some of these sound great - esp the Pollack challenge (though is first priority - walking and 
bus- a big issue for Pollack?. Do many students drive?). The Green Dragon's Den sounds 
particularly well suited for community you're trying to reach.

I have to say I was uncomfortable reading about Carbon Conversations and, in particularly its' 
'psychotherapy working practices' employed to change people's behaviour.  Leaving aside 
questions of proper training in psychotherapy (whatever the not-cheap weekend training courses 
may or may not bring)  the conversations as depicted here are vague and slightly Orwellian. 
 I'm sure they're not, but you don't need to give funders any cause for concern.

Hope that helps.   Best of luck!

Elizabeth
*************

Dr Elizabeth Bomberg
Senior Lecturer, Politics and IR
School of Social and Political Science
University of Edinburgh
Chrystal Macmillan Building, 15A George Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9LD
Scotland, UK
tel:(UK) + (0)131 650 4248
email: e.bomberg@ed.ac.uk 
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Example of comments on application in paper form 
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Example of comments on application from consultation sessions
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